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Methods of Decontamination
after Chemical Incidents
Summary Reports

The Fire Experimental Unit (FEU) of the Home Office has been conducting research into the effectiveness af the
varions methods used by, and available to, fire brigades for decontaminating firefighters in chemical proteclive
clothing following a chemical incident. The project was canfined to primary decontamingtion - necessary [o safely
exiricate the firefighter from protective clothing af the scene of the incident. No work was undertaken on secondary
decontamination - necessary to make protective clothing safe 1o re-use.

PRELIMINARY WORK Based on the ﬁndin?s F-I’ th!'.s queﬂionnuire, the F_E'U
purchased, for use in its trials. a range of chemical
suils and decontamination equipment most widely

The Brigade Questionnaire used by brigades.

In March 1992, a questionnaire was sent o all of the The Suits

UK brigades, asking what kinds of chemical

protective clothing they carried and on what vehicles, It was decided to carry out trials using three ditferent
and what methods of decontamination they did or types of suit, each of a different material. These
could employ at the scene of an incident. The ques- were:

tionnaire also asked what special equipment, if any. ® 1 non-coverall (BA outside) CPS suit, made of
was carricd and deployed, as well as other more PVC (Figure la).

general questions such as what happened to a chemi-

cal protective suit after primary decontamination. ®  acoverall suit, made of neoprene (Figure [b).

The findings of this questionnaire were published as ® o gas-tight suit made of hyperlonfneoprene
FRDG Report 992, {hyperlon outer layer) (Figure 1c).
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The tfiree Chemical Projection Suifs used in the trials







